
South African Maize Crop Quality Report 2016/2017 Season
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Graph 4: RSA Maize yield from 2006/2007 to 2016/2017

As with commercial maize production, both the area planted as well as the crop size of maize planted in the 
non-commercial agricultural sector increased compared to the previous season.  The expected maize crop 
for this sector is 731 000 tons.  Approximately 64% of non-commercial maize is produced in the Eastern 
Cape.

The maize yield also reached an all-time high of 6.40 t/ha this season compared to the 4.00 t/ha in the 
previous season and a 4.31 t/ha 10-year average.  White maize yielded 6.03 t/ha and yellow maize 7.01 t/ha.
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Western Cape

Dryland - - - - - -

Irrigation    200   2 000 10.00   2 000   20 000 10.00

Total    200   2 000 10.00   2 000   20 000 10.00

Northern Cape

Dryland - - - - - -

Irrigation   3 500   46 200 13.20   45 000   666 000 14.80

Total   3 500   46 200 13.20   45 000   666 000 14.80

Free State

Dryland   770 000  4 723 400 6.13   335 000  2 034 000 6.07

Irrigation   35 000   386 600 11.05   20 000   218 000 10.90

Total   805 000  5 110 000 6.35   355 000  2 252 000 6.34

Eastern Cape

Dryland   3 050   15 860 5.20   5 900   28 500 4.83

Irrigation   1 350   14 940 11.07   3 600   38 000 10.56

Total   4 400   30 800 7.00   9 500   66 500 7.00

KwaZulu-Natal

Dryland   39 000   231 750 5.94   35 000   230 000 6.57

Irrigation   11 000   118 250 10.75   15 000   160 000 10.67

Total   50 000   350 000 7.00   50 000   390 000 7.80

Mpumalanga

Dryland   149 500   973 500 6.51   308 000  2 105 000 6.83

Irrigation   10 500   114 500 10.90   22 000   237 500 10.80

Total   160 000  1 088 000 6.80   330 000  2 342 500 7.10

Limpopo

Dryland   18 000   63 500 3.53   8 000   27 000 3.38

Irrigation   22 000   236 500 10.75   16 000   165 000 10.31

Total   40 000   300 000 7.50   24 000   192 000 8.00

Gauteng

Dryland   54 000   320 000 5.93   54 600   352 000 6.45

Irrigation   6 000   70 000 11.67   5 400   62 000 11.48

Total   60 000   390 000 6.50   60 000   414 000 6.90

North West

Dryland   487 000  2 244 250 4.61   100 000   456 000 4.56

Irrigation   33 000   354 750 10.75   10 000   105 000 10.50

Total   520 000  2 599 000 5.00   110 000   561 000 5.10

RSA

Dryland  1 520 550  8 572 260 5.64   846 500  5 232 500 6.18

Irrigation   122 550  1 343 740 10.96   139 000  1 671 500 12.03

Total  1 643 100  9 916 000 6.03   985 500  6 904 000 7.01

Figures provided by the CEC.

Table 1: Maize production overview - 2016/2017 season

White 10 yr ave = 3.96

Yellow 10 yr ave = 4.80

RSA 10 yr ave = 4.31


